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Born in Vancouver, Canada, Jim
Magwood has lived in California all
his life. He’s spent more than forty
years in the military and business.
Now, his thrill and challenge is
writing.
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considered,” he said. See Jim’s
website at http://jimmagwood.com/
to download a free copy.

September 20, we are delighted to
present featured speaker, Jim
Magwood , suspense novelist and
Writers of Kern member.
He is a stalker. Inspired by real-life
events of trepidation, oddity, and
mayhem, he tracks those storylines
then weaves them into works of
fiction. Looking for what is going
on around him (local or worldwide)
and turning that into manuscripts,
have led him to write and publish
his four international suspense
thrillers: The Lesser Evil, Cop,
Sanction, and Nightmare.
During his talk, “Seeing and Writing
in Reality,” Jim will share his
approach and demonstrate how to
build exciting stories based on plot
lines that show up in today’s news.
He has also written an e-book
entitled So You've Written A Book.
Now What? It is based on his
experiences while navigating the
maze of writing, publishing and
marketing his own suspenseful
stories. “Every corner I turned
brought more things I had never

The August meeting
featured screenwriter
Dave Congalton
Screenwriter
Dave
Congalton
visited our
monthly
WOK
meeting on
August 16 to
share with us
his firsthand
experiences
behind the
production of Authors Anonymous.
This independent production,
starring Kaley Cuoco, Chris Klein,
Teri Polo and Dennis Farina and
concerns the machinations of a San
Fernando Writer’s Critique Group.
It’s directed in a mock documentary
style and tracks what happens when
one of the group members, Cuoco,
becomes an overnight success.
The subject matter of a writers’
critique group is near and dear to all
of our WOK hearts, and Congalton
held us in rapt attention as he related

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

September 2014

various tales about the behind-thescenes process of getting his
screenplay made into a film.
He said the beginnings of the project
go back 25 years. By September of
2005 it had coalesced into a work
Dave entitled Scribble—but that
was later changed to Authors
Anonymous.
How many changes happened to
Dave’s project was a reoccurring
theme. Once a screenwriter sells a
property, that’s it; they’re usually
out of the picture for good. Dave
Congalton’s experience is
exceptional; director Ellie Kanner
invited him onto the set. He had
limited input on the rewrites but the
rest was out of his hands. It was
grating, he reports, to see his ideas,
characters and entire scenes being
tossed out or substantially changed.
His consolation was always that his
screenplay was actually being made
into a real film with wonderful
actors.
Dave’s message to all writers:
“Don’t ever give up!” It took until
age 61 before he succeeded—but it
can be done. Getting something
completed and “out there” may
mean a lot of compromise and
learning to collaborate with others
but the gratification is worth it.
“You’re always rewriting!” he
laughed.

Reviewed by Phil Berling
.
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President’s Message –
September 2014
I’m very
excited to
share
Writers of
Kern’s
theme for
the 20142015 year:
“WOK-ing
From
Inspiration
to
Publication.” Although we talk about
writing and becoming published, many
of us are still lost when it comes to the
actual steps of getting from point A
(Inspiration) to point B (Publication).
How does a writer start the journey and
become inspired, then wander through
the editing process and finally, hope to
find their way out of the maze of editing
and revision to become published?
My vision is to encourage and support
you, our members, in whatever part of
the journey you are navigating. To help,
our board has booked a variety of guest
speakers to share tips and encourage
you. For the rest of 2014, topics include
Jim Magwood’s “Seeing and Writing in
Reality” in September; Wendy
Hornsby’s “Make a Commitment to
Your Writing” in October; and Rebecca
Langston-George’s “Writing for the
Children’s Market” in November.
To begin your journey, I encourage you
to begin the writing process by joining
our Fall Blog Challenge, which started
September 10, and entering our Fall
Writing Contest, which ends September
30. Using a photo prompt for the
Contest, you’re not restricted to a theme
or genre, allowing creativity to flow and
flourish. For those with a bigger project
in mind, think about joining
NaNoWriMo for the month of
November and watch how your
inspiration can become 50,000 (or
more) words in a month. After months
of writing, we’ll continue to host great
speakers and activities supporting and
helping you continue your writing
journey.

In 2015, we’ve booked: A panel
discussing Editing in January; LeeAnne
Krusemark’s “How to Write an
Irresistible Query Letter” in February;
Mystery Writer, Nancy Curteman’s
“How to Increase Tension in Your
Novel” in March, and our Spring
Conference in April featuring several
guest speakers. In addition, we’re
adding Writers' Boot Camps for novel
critiquing and Book Review Groups for
completed work in early 2015.
I invite you to join us as we WOK
together From Inspiration to
Publication.
Joan Raymond

So two writers walk into
a conference…
If you haven’t been to a good writers
conference lately, here are two put on
by fellow CWC members.
The Central Coast Writers
Conference, September 19-20 in San
Luis Obispo

http://cuesta.edu/communityprog
rams/writers-conference/ .
The High Desert branch’s Howl at the
Moon Conference in Victorville,
November 1.

http://www.hdcwc.com/conferen
ce-4---howl-at-the-moon2014.html

The Write Way is published monthly in
Bakersfield, California.
The deadline for submission of news
articles is the first day of the month of
publication. Send to
newsletter@writersofkern.com
³ ³ ³
The Writers of Kern website seeks and
welcomes submissions of members’
writing for the website blog. Prose,
memoir, poetry, essays, and book
reviews should be sent to
submissions@writersofkern.com
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Official WOK Email
Addresses
Go to the website, or email to
the following addresses.
Thank you.
Events:
events@writersofkern.com
Information:
information@writersofkern.co
m
Membership:
membership@writersofkern.co
m
Newsletter:
newsletter@writersofkern.com
President:
president@writersofkern.com
Submissions:
submissions@writersofkern.co
m
Sunshine Committee:
sunshine@writersofkern.com
Treasurer:
treasurer@writersofkern.com
Webmaster:
webmaster@writersofkern.com
Critique Coordinator:
critiques@writersofkern.com

Meet Reggie Ridgeway
I am a full
time writer
and author
of three
recently
published
thrillers
that have
garnered a
number of
great reviews. In The Midnight
Hour, published by Echelon Press
in 2012, and Moon Shadow and
Endgame published recently by
Bookrix. I have many short
stories and flash fiction offerings
free on my blog.
http://characterswellmet.blogspot.
com
A finalist in the Amazon
Breakthrough Author contest, I
am a member of International
Thriller Writers. I earned a BA
from National University Vista in
Computer Science. I am a Viet
Nam War veteran and retired
after forty years working in the
medical field as an x-ray
technologist. Currently a full time
novelist, I find time to act in
Hollywood and have appeared in
TV episodes, like Dexter and The
Office.
My loving wife, Connie,
scrupulously rules our domain
with loving attention to detail.
Now that my retirement is a
reality, we have the travel itch.
Despite these distractions I have a
daily quota of a thousand words
or more before anyone else gets
up. Then I do a thousand words
or more for the WIP, and then an
hour or more of editing and
research.
We have two large labs and a tiny
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Yorkie. I am a social networking
addict. When not tweeting, I am
on Facebook.
I'm currently working on a follow
up in a series begun with my last
published novel End Game. The
working title is Deep End. My
short stories are in a compilation
called Half Life. Bookrix.com has
published all my works, and they
have also helped me re-release
my first novel, In The Midnight
Hour (previously published by
Echelon Press who has given my
rights back due to unforeseen
circumstances.) I am writing or
editing every day. For more
information visit:
http://amazon.com/author/reggieri
dgway,
http://facebook.com/profile.php?i
d=706307592 , and
http://twitter.com/@reggi
eridgway

The Kings and Queens
of Roam by Daniel
Wallace
Review by Anna Stewart

The McCallister sisters have lived
in Roam all their lives. Rachel is
beautiful and sweet, beloved by
all, but blind. Helen, on the other
hand, is not. Helen is the ugliest
girl in Roam. And, on a rainy
day, bored, perhaps a bit jealous,
Helen tells Rachel a lie.
It is the first of many.
Rachel McAllister grows up
believing that she is ugly, that
people are cruel, the world filled
with monsters and flesh-eating
birds. Amidst the horror of the
fictional world her sister has
created for her, Rachel clings to
stories of a magical cure for her
blindness.
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When she leaves home on a quest
to find it, both sisters are forced
to face the truth of what and who
they really are. Mirrored by the
story of the town’s founder, the
comical yet tragic account of
Elijah McCallister and his kidnap
victim friend Ming Kai, the book
explores themes of responsibility,
redemption and revenge.
I am a Daniel Wallace fan and
was anxious to read this book. It
was a good read, but not quite
what I’d hoped. The book
maintains the magical overlay of
prior works and folktale quality.
There
are
ghosts
in this
book,
and
magic!
But I
found it
lacked
the
richness
of
character and the intrigue of other
of his books. Nonetheless, it was
engaging, entertaining, and at
times funny. Helen fascinates.
Rachel inspires pity. And,
everyone, whether villain or
victim, is very human in the end.
I liked it.
Anna Stewart’s photo is in the
kudos for publishing in CWC Lit
Review

The Critics Corner
Two new groups have launched since

our last general meeting and at
least one fiction writer is seeking
an evening multi-genre group.
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Other groups are in the pipeline.
For the latest information visit the
Writers of Kern website @
http://writersofkern.com/critiquegroups .
If you have questions contact me
@ critiques@writersofkern.com .
Terry Redman

CWC Literary Review
2014 Edition
We send our heartiest
congratulations to Dan McGuire and
Anna Stewart for being published in
the CWC Literary Review 2014
Edition.

Phil Berling’s report on his
new group:
Our group has completed
their first meeting and it went
very well. The majority
expressed interested in
working on shorter, article
length pieces and all brought
and shared samples of their
work. I’m happy to report
that while writing experience
levels vary, all show a
substantial talent for
storytelling and look forward
to honing their talents. PB

“Moss,” a poem

Writers getting Ink
Joan Raymond’s short
story, “Purple Nightgowns,”
will appear in the Fall 2014
issue of Tower Journal.
Louis Medina’s touching
article, “A Look at Local
Hunger through Artists’ Eyes,”
appeared in the Bakersfield Life
Magazine, September 2014.
Robert Hargreaves’s letter
regarding Ferguson MO appeared
in The Californian August 30.
Dana Martin’s story, “The Voice
of Change,” has been purchased
by Chicken Soup for the Soul. It
will appear in the October issue,
Chicken Soup for the Soul:
Touched by an Angel.

“One Town One Clown,” fiction

Writers of Kern
welcomes the
following new
members:
Baylee Corum, Kayla
Cheesman-Miles, Lawrence
Darnell, Joan Kerr, Jim
Magwood, Louis Medina, Renee
Geffkin, Ashley Padron, Glen
Pruett, Barbara Roberts, Andy
Roth, Darlene Stotler, Misty
Williams
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THE BACK PAGE
By the time this newsletter reaches your inbox the Writers of Kern Blog Challenge may already be underway. But
don’t dismay – you can still join in the fun. Send your blog site information to events@writersofkern.com . Then
write two posts a week. A-Z posts are suggested, but not required. Choose a theme or no theme at all. Participants will
be recognized at the Winter Dinner, December 13, 2014.
Ventura County Writers Club 15th Annual Short Story Contest closes October 18, 2014. Members $15, Non-members
$20. Adult cash prizes $125--$500 High school $50--$100, plus vcstar.com online publication. Find info and
application on our website. http://www.venturacountywriters.com/. . More questions?
shortstorycontest@venturacountywriters.com
Dave LaRoche asked to have the following errata included in our newsletter:
“Please include the following in your copy of the CWC Literary Review 2012-13 [sic] recently distributed. In the
Acquisition Editor’s credits on page 1, Change: “Elisabeth Tuck (Tri-Valley)” to “Elisabeth Tuck (Mt Diablo)” In the
table of contents, page 2, under the heading of Poetry, Change: “Alice Knight” to “Alice Kight” On Page 10, Change
the attribution for the poem, “If I Changed Places” from “Emily Edding” to “Alice Kight.” For those affected, Alice
Kight, Emily Edding, and Elisabeth Tuck, please accept the editor’s apologies. Dave LaRoche,
Editor, CWC Literary Review.”

Meet Peg Connelly, the Writer behind the Scholarship
Peg welcomed me to WOK in 2001. Every organization needs a Peggy to make things
run smoothly, the one who gives from her heart.
For several years she served on and hosted the board meetings in her home. The WOK
business cards we carried then had her email and phone number so she could greet
prospective members.
Her father, Rolla Houston, inspired her by writing stories. Many he sent to his
grandchildren, Maureen and Kelly, when they were little. After retiring from the Post
Office, Peggy, focused on writing children’s stories, even hosting that genre’s critique
meetings while hosting the board.
I bought a signed copy of Grannie’s Shorts for my wife to read to her 4th graders and wish I had bought more titles.
Maureen said, “She loved writing because she saw the joy she gave to little children.” Her stories were all drawn from
her childhood and she wanted her experiences to inspire young people to write as kids and later as adults.
After Peggy’s death, we decided that a scholarship for aspiring writers was the best way to honor her. I’ll bet she
laughed when we did that. At the last minute we learned her funeral was at the same time as our monthly meeting, so
as a group, we cancelled the meeting and went to say goodbye to our friend. I know she laughed then. Remember
WOK’s friend, my friend, who gave so much to our group when you are asked to contribute to the scholarship that
bears her name.
I am grateful to Peggy's daughters, Maureen and Kelly, for their generous assistance providing details and the photo
for this article. Terry Redman
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From the Inkwell
Busy in September
Terry Redman

We need more member profiles like Reggie’s. Think of it as the engaging sketch you
put inside the cover of that novel you’re writing. It will help us know more about you
and perhaps startle some of your relatives. Add this to the writing chances mentioned
above. We’d like about 500+ words and a nice jpg headshot. Submit to
newsletter@writersofkern.com . Thank you
Did I mention The Fall Writing Contest? A year ago this newsletter was promoting
submissions to WOK’s Summer Writing Contest and the CWC Literary Review. Our
contest is now more properly called The Fall Writing Contest because the judges will pick the winners in October and
November. The contest helps launch a theme for WOK, “Inspiration to Publication,” which carries through to spring.
Go to http://writersofkern.com/fall-writing-contest and imagine what happened, or is about to happen at those swings.
Love, regret, mystery, plans and hopes conceived, and the time when everything changed—they are all there, hidden
in the shadow of that swing.
Last year I treated Annis to bagels at Panera and wine at Tahoe Joe’s thanks to twenty plus of you making certain my
co-editor won our bet. As Richard Meeks put it, “I sent a story just before midnight so Terry would have to buy Annis
that bagel and coffee.”
The month is young so, Annis here’s the bet: If at least 20 WOKians submit a fiction or non-fiction entry for the Fall
Writing Contest, I will treat you to breakfast at a place of your choice. Are you up for that? Less than 20, you take me
to breakfast where I choose.
Annis replied, “Terry~ I'll be tickled to let you treat me to breakfast. I'm already thinking of the place! Maybe some of
the WOK members who enter can join us. Perhaps we have the making of an annual event. Sweet.”

Annis Cassells
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